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keen pleasure which intellectual discussion gave him, and I
realized what a wide range of interests he had and what an
unusual education. I particularly remember the interest which
he took in medicine,
He invited me to visit him in London, where, until his
death, I was repeatedly a guest at his town house in Queen
Anne's Gate, and sometimes in Walton Heath and at the
Carlton, We never talked 'shop'. When I was away, he would
send me books and articles written by himself, in some of
which he discussed matters upon which we had touched in
our conversations. This was particularly the case on one of
the occasions when we discussed religion, when, in illustration
of my contention that it was not God who made man in his
own image, but vice versa, I quoted Spinoza's saying, 'If a
triangle could think, it would picture God as eminently
triangular/ Shortly after our conversation, Lord Riddell,
who described himself as a Pantheist and inclined to the line
of thought of Henri Bergson, sent me a book which he had
written a few years previously containing reflections on various
philosophical questions; and on the occasion of my next
visit to London, the debate was continued, It is to this interest-
ing man too that I owe the idea of writing my life-story, a
suggestion which I have not been able to put into practice
until now, several years after his death,
But to get back to the Press conference. My chief, Bickel,
had from the first intended to force a show-down which
would compel the numerous representatives of dictatorial and
other governments present to state whether or not they were
in favour of freedom of the Press and of unbiased inter-
national news*reporting. In other words, whether they had
turned up solely to sabotage with a polite smile every serious
attempt at facilitating an independent, non*partisan activity
of new-correspondents in their respective countries, or
whether they meant business.
We ware under no delusions, knowing as we did full well
that the ynreliability of certain European chancelleries was the